MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NORMANTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Held in the Conference Room, Normanton Town Hall
on Tuesday, 8th February 2011

Present:	Councillor R. Best, Councillor Mrs E. Blezard, Councillor M. Burch, Councillor 		Mrs D. Clay, Councillor R. Clay, Councillor G. Firth, Councillor Mrs M. Howard, 		Councillor Mrs H. Hudson, Councillor D. Jones, Councillor Mrs H. Jones, 			Councillor G. Jordan, Councillor Mrs P. Mayne, Councillor Mrs S. Smales, 			Councillor B. Smith, Councillor B. Wood

129.	Welcome and Prayers.

The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting and the Mayor’s chaplain the Rev. Barry Lotz led the council in a minutes silence to mark the passing of Councillor Cyril Marshall.  Reverend Lotz then led the council in prayer.

130. Mayor’s Announcements.

The Mayor made reference to the death of Councillor Cyril Marshall who had passed away in January following a battle with cancer.  The Mayor referred to Cyril’s 32 years dedicated service to the people of Normanton and Altofts.  The Mayor reported that Councillor Graeme Milner had recently undergone minor surgery but owing to some complications had been admitted to the intensive care unit.  It was reported that Councillor Milner was progressing well and the Mayor asked for members’ support in sending Councillor Milner some flowers on his return from hospital.  The Mayor reported that she would be hosting an Elvis Night on Friday 8th April 2011 at the New Wheatsheaf Conference and Banqueting Centre.  Tickets will be priced at £8 and will be available from the office.  The Mayor reminded members of a meeting that the police had arranged to discuss issues affecting young people to be held on Thursday 10th February 2011 at 4pm at the Alice Bacon Centre.

131.	Apologies.

Apologies for their inability to attend were submitted on behalf of Councillor Mrs Mabel Betts, Councillor Frank Kendall, Councillor Graeme Milner, Councillor Mrs Betty Pratt, Councillor Mrs Mary White and Councillor Alan Wassell.

132.	Members Declarations of Interest

Members are reminded of the requirement to make an appropriate declaration at the meeting on any items in which they had an interest.  Councillor Mrs Elaine Blezard and Councillor Mr Barry Smith declared they had an interest in any items relating to planning.

133.	Public Bodies.

There were no items of a confidential nature from which the press and public were required to be excluded.

134.	Members of the Public

Members of the public were present however they did not wish to ask questions.

135.	Presentation from the Well and Groundwork Wakefield.

	The Mayor had asked for the presentation to be brought forward.  The guest 	speakers explained the role of the Well Project which had been set up by All 	Saints Parish Church in 2009 and went on to explain that the Well Project was 	now an established charity in its own right and was self-funded.  A 	representative was also present from Groundwork and the Turning-the-	Corner project and she went on to explain how the Turning-the-Corner 	project included and supports young people to take an active part in their 	community and carry out small environmental improvements with local 	businesses and shop keepers.  It was reported that the partnership of the 	Well and Groundwork had been working together since June 2010 and they 	had devised a number of projects since that time.  The current project was 	the Queen Elizabeth Drive shops project where the partnership was hoping to 	engage with shop keepers and young people to establish an acceptable 	behaviour contract.  The purpose of the project was to foster relations 	between young people and shop keepers as well as develop a unified 	approach from shop keepers in addressing incidences of anti-social 	behaviour.  The purpose of visiting the Town Council was to ask for the Town 	Council’s support in undertaking the project and for the Town Council to 	endorse the project by offering the use of its logo on the questionnaires and 	correspondence that was sent out.  It was RESOLVED that the Town council 	supports the project to enhance the lives of the people in the Woodhouse 	estate.

136.	Minutes.
	
	RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of Normanton Town Council held 	on Tuesday 14th December 2010 (Minute No.’s 112 - 128, pages 37 – 41) 	received as a true record and signed.

137.	Matters arising.
	
	The Town Clerk reported that she had submitted the comments in relation to 	the local transport plan consultation and also reminded members that a 	second consultation had been circulated in the past week and that any 	comments should be submitted to her before Friday 11th February 2011.



138.	Minutes of Finance and General Purposes Committee.

	RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General 	Purposes Committee held on Wednesday 19th January 2011, (Minute No.’s 	FG015 - FG024, pages 6 – 8) were received as a true record.

139.	Minutes of Planning and Highways Committee.

	RESOLVED at the minutes of the Planning and Highways Committee held on 	Wednesday 26th January 2011 (Minute No.’s PH043 - PH049, pages 24 – 26) 	received as a true record.

140.	Leaders Report.
	
	Councillor Barry Smith reported that he had received a consultation 	document in relation to a residential development of forty properties on the 	site of the village public house at the bottom of Castleford Road.  It was 	reported that the properties would be built in conjunction with Wakefield 	and District Housing and would be affordable properties for rent or shared 	equity.  It was reported that local residents were consulted but no planning 	applications had yet been received.

	RESOLVED that the report be received.

141.	Correspondence.
	
	Altofts Residents Together
	
	RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of Altofts 	Residents Together held 	on 15th November 2010 be received.

	Gary Croft

	RESOLVED that the correspondence from Gary Croft in relation to the future 	of the train station be received and that the Town Council continue to 	monitor the situation at the train station and engage with the local transport 	plan for 2011 to 2026.




142.	Vacancy in Altofts Ward.
		
	Members were informed that since the death of Councillor Cyril Marshall a 	casual vacancy had arisen in the Altofts Ward.  Members were given the 	option of co-opting a member to fill that position or to leave the position 	vacant until the date of next election.  

	RESOLVED that the vacancy be left open until the next election.

143.	Yorkshire Internal Audit.
	
	The Town Clerk reported that the internal auditor had visited in January and 	a report had been received expressing his satisfaction with the accounts that 	had been kept.  It was reported that the Town Council’s balances should be 	considered when planning the budget for the new financial year but the 	Town Clerk had reported that the balances were going to be used to pay for 	the cost of the upcoming elections and this was shown in the budget 	summary later in the agenda.  Councillor Gary Firth thanked the Town Clerk 	for the way in which the accounts had been kept.

		It was RESOLVED and the report be received.

144.	Councillor’s Dispensation.

	The Town Clerk reported that the dispensation for Councillor Mrs Mabel 	Betts would expire in March.  

	It was RESOLVED to extend Councillor Mrs Bett’s dispensation to the date of 	the next election.

145.	Budget and Presets.
		
	The Town Clerk circulated the provisional budget for the 2011/2012 financial 	year which had previously been examined and approved by members of the 	Finance and General Purposes Committee.  It was proposed by the Finance 	and General Purposes Committee that the preset level be £165,000 meaning 	that an amount of £15,000 be taken from the Town Council’s reserves in 	order to pay for the upcoming elections in May 2011.  

	RESOLVED that the budget be approved and the presets for the 2011/2012 	financial year be set at £165,000.  

146.	Accounts for payment.

	The Town Clerk circulated a list of accounts paid in January 2011 totalling 	£10,886.83.

	A list of accounts for payment in February was circulated including a 	supplementary list totalling £8494.17.

RESOLVED that the accounts be approved for payment.

147.	Income received.

	The Town Clerk has circulated a list of income received in November and 	December totalling £4750.54.  

	RESOLVED that the report be received.
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