MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NORMANTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Held in the Conference Room, Normanton Town Hall
on Tuesday, 8th March 2011

Present:	Councillor R. Best, Councillor Mrs E. Blezard, Councillor R. Clay, Councillor G. Firth, Councillor Mrs H. Hudson, Councillor D. Jones, Councillor Mrs H. Jones, Councillor T.G. Jordan, Councillor Mrs P. Mayne, Councillor Mrs S. Smales, Councillor B. Smith, Councillor B. Wood.

148.	Welcome and Prayers.
The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting and the Mayor’s chaplain the Rev. Barry Lotz led the council in a minutes silence to mark the passing of Councillor Graeme Milner and the little girl who died in Altofts.  Reverend Lotz then led the council in prayer.

149. Mayor’s Announcements.
The Mayor made reference to the death of Councillor Graeme Milner who had passed away suddenly last week.  The Mayor referred to Graeme’s 4 years service as a Town Councillor and 4 years as a District Councillor. 

The Mayor reported that she would be hosting an Elvis Night on Friday 8th April 2011 at the New Wheatsheaf Conference and Banqueting Centre.  Tickets will be priced at £8 and will be available from the office.  

The Mayor reminded members that an invitation had been received from the Normanton Sports Acro for a presentation of acrobatic skills on 9th April.

150.	Apologies.
Apologies for their inability to attend were submitted on behalf of Councillor M Burch, Councillor Mrs D Clay, Councillor Mrs M Howard, Councillor F Kendall, Councillor A Wassell, and Councillor Mrs M White.

151.	Members Declarations of Interest
Members are reminded of the requirement to make an appropriate declaration at the meeting on any items in which they had an interest.  Councillor Mrs Elaine Blezard and Councillor Mr Barry Smith declared they had an interest in any items relating to planning.

152.	Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.
There were no items of a confidential nature from which the press and public were required to be excluded.

153.	Members of the Public
Members of the public were present and wished to ask questions. It was therefore necessary to suspend Standing Orders for the purpose of enabling public participation. 

Mr & Mrs O’Donnell were present from Hopetown Tenants & Residents Association. They raised concerns in relation to the proposal for 40 properties on the site of the Village Motel. The Mayor and the Leader reported that no planning applications had been received at this stage but that a consultation document had been circulated with local residents. There was some confusion over the involvement of WDH and it was suggested that the Town Council could make contact with WDH to obtain further information.

Mrs Thewliss was present from Garth Avenue to raise concerns about the need for speed bumps on Garth Avenue. It was reported that the street had become a rat run to Snydale and there was concern about road safety in the vicinity of Newland School. It was suggested that the Town Council could contact the District Council highways department.

154.	Minutes.
	RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of Normanton Town Council held 	on Tuesday 9th February 2011 (Minute No.’s 129 - 147, pages 42 – 46) 	received as a true record and signed.

155.	Minutes of Finance and General Purposes Committee.
	RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General 	Purposes Committee held on Wednesday 16th February 2011, (Minute No.’s 	FG025 - FG030, pages 9 – 11) were received as a true record.

156.	Minutes of Planning and Highways Committee.
	RESOLVED at the minutes of the Planning and Highways Committee held on 	Wednesday 23rd February 2011 (Minute No.’s PH050 - PH057, pages 27 – 29) 	received as a true record.

157.	Leaders Report.
The Leader of the Town Council, Councillor Barry Smith did not have any information to present to the Town Council.
	
158.	Correspondence.
	Altofts Residents Together
	RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of Altofts 	Residents Together held 	on 17th January 2011 be received.

	Normanton Youth Meeting
RESOLVED that the minutes of a Youth Meeting held on 10th February 2011 be received.

159.	Normanton NPT – Sgt Steven Barnes
The Mayor welcomed Sgt Steven Barnes of the Normanton Neighbourhood Policing Team who had recently replaced Sgt Paul Fraser in the Normanton area. Sgt Barnes introduced himself to the members of the Town Council and explained about his background in the police force dating back to 1985. Sgt Barnes explained that Antisocial behaviour has been a major issue in Normanton & Altofts but that following the implementation of the Dispersal Order there had been a significant 24% reduction in reports of anti-social behaviour and that 60 directions to leave had been issued. The local PACT priorities were anti-social behaviour in the Dalefield Avenue and Falmouth Avenue area. It was reported that there had also been a youth PACT meeting and a further meeting was scheduled for 16th March.

Sgt Barnes reported on a significant arrest and imprisonment of an individual who had admitted 35 offences within the Normanton & Altofts area including burglary. 

160.	Normanton Market
Graham Wilson submitted a verbal report on the future of Normanton Market following an approach by Wakefield MDC officers. It was reported that the District Council are currently looking at a range of services and are looking to Town and Parish Councils as well as Community Groups to work in partnership with or in place of the District Council. Wakefield MDC’s cabinet are due to consider a report on the future of markets within the District in late March or early April which is likely to be the beginning of a district wide consultation.

Members expressed a wish to support the retention of Normanton Market and suggested that more information should be sought from the District Council when the consultation goes public.

		RESOLVED and the report be received.

161. 	Lease of Town Hall
Graham Wilson reported that the Town Council had been trying to finalise the lease for the Town Hall since it moved in to the offices in October 2007. At that stage the terms of the lease had been agreed other than the cost for the rent and service charge. The Town Council had received an assurance that the lease would not cost any more in the 2011/12 financial year than in 2010/11 and the budget and precept had been set on that basis. Graham explained that a meeting had been held and that a report was promised for the Town Council for tonight’s meeting but it appeared that the individual concerned had now left the District Council and the Lease had been put back on hold. The Town Council wanted to ensure that Normanton was not at any disadvantage and that all Town and Parish Councils and other similar organisations were being dealt with on a fair basis.

	RESOLVED that the report be received.

162.	Pharmaceutical Consultation
The Town Clerk had circulated a pharmaceutical consultation which related to a proposed pharmacy on Queen Elizabeth Drive. The pharmacy would offer a variety of services in addition to prescriptions including blood pressure testing, smoking cessation, advice and treatment for minor ailments, emergency contraception and Chlamydia testing.

RESOLVED that the pharmacy be supported.

163.	Localism Bill
The Town Clerk circulated a copy of the plain English guide to the Localism Bill for information. The guide explained how the bill would impact on District Councils and Community Groups

RESOLVED that the guide be received.

164.	Accounts for payment.
		The Town Clerk circulated a list of accounts for payment totalling £8,072.31

		RESOLVED that the accounts be authorised in the sum of £8,072.31

165.	Income received.
The Town Clerk circulated a list of income received in January and February totalling £4,069.64.

		RESOLVED that the list of income be received.

	47	__________________
		Signed  
