MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NORMANTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Held in the Conference Room, Normanton Town Hall
on Tuesday, 12th April 2011

Present:	Councillor R Best, Councillor Mrs E Blezard, Councillor Mrs D Clay, Councillor 		R Clay, Councillor G Firth, Councillor Mrs M Howard, Councillor Mrs H 
		Hudson, Councillor FD Jones, Councillor Mrs HW Jones, Councillor TG Jordan, 
		Councillor Mrs P Mayne, Councillor Mrs S Smales, Councillor B Smith, 
		Councillor A Wassell, Councillor Mrs M White and Councillor B Wood.
		Members of the public: Martin Walker, Diane Walker, PCSO 359 Caroline Hall,
	 	Brenda Best, the family of Cyril Marshall, the family of Graeme Milner.
166.	Welcome and Prayers.

The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting and the Mayors Chaplain, Reverend Barry Lotz led the Council in prayers. Reverend Lotz referred to the sad death of Muriel Brain OBE, who had been a founder member of the Talking Newspaper.
167. Mayor’s Announcements.

The Mayor reported that she would be holding a dinner and dance at the New Wheatsheaf on Friday 6th May. Tickets would be £20.00 and would include a three course silver service dinner and entertainment from Normanton Sports Acro.
168.	Apologies.

Apologies for their inability to attend were submitted on behalf of Councillor Mrs M Betts, Councillor M Burch, Councillor F Kendall and Councillor Mrs E Pratt.
169.	Members Declarations of Interest

Members were reminded of the requirement for any declarations of interest to be recorded.
Councillor Mrs E. Blezard and Councillor B. Smith referred to their roles in the Planning Committee at Wakefield MDC and indicated that they would need to leave the room if there was any discussion on planning matters.
170.	Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

It was RESOLVED that item 19 on the Town Hall lease be taken in private due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
171.	Members of the Public

Members of the public were present but indicated that they would not want to ask questions.


172.	Presentation of Long Service Awards.
	
The Leader and the Mayor made presentations to all the Town Councillors, providing certificates to all members and glass trophies to all those who had completed 20 years service or more. A presentation was made to the family of the late Councillor Graeme Milner who had served for four years and to the family of the late Councillor Cyril Marshall who had served for 32 years on the Town Council.
Councillor B Smith commented that it was important that the Town Council recognises the work and effort put in by the Town Councillors who do not receive any pay for the work they do.
173.	Minutes.

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of the Town Council held on Tuesday 8th March 2011. (Minute Numbers 148-165; Pages 47-50) be received as a true record and signed.
174.	Minutes of Gala Sub-Committee.

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of the Gala Sub-Committee held on Wednesday, 15th March 2011. (Minute Numbers G1–G15; Pages 1-5) be received.
175.	Minutes of Allotments Committee.

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of the Allotments Committee held on Wednesday, 16th March 2011. (Minute Numbers AL77-AL84; Pages 37-40) be received.
176.	Minutes of Talking Newspaper Committee.

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Talking Newspaper Committee held on Tuesday, 22nd March 2011. (Minute Numbers TN006-TN012; Pages 5-6) be received.
177.	Minutes of Planning, Highways & Lighting Committee.
	
RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of the Planning, Highways Committee held on Wednesday, 23rd March 2011. (Minute Numbers PH058-PH066; Pages 30-33)  be received.
178.	Minutes of Finance & General Purposes Committee.

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday 30th March 2011. (Minute Numbers FG 031-FG.040 ; Pages 12-13) be received.

179.	Leaders Report.
	
The Leader reported that due to his ill health over recent weeks he had no report to present. 
180.	Correspondence.

West Yorkshire Police – Young Peoples Pact Meeting                       
RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting held on Wednesday 16th March be received.

Normanton Road Safety Committee                                                  
RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of the Road Safety Committee held on 17th January 2011 be received.

Altofts Residents Together                                                                 
RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting held on 21st February 2011 be received.

1st Normanton Scouts
RESOLVED that a thank you letter in respect of a small grant be received.

Spectrum Children’s Drama Company
RESOLVED that a thank you letter in respect of a small grant be received.

ESCAYP
RESOLVED that a thank you letter in respect of a small grant be received.

Normanton Camera Club
RESOLVED that a thank you letter in respect of a small grant be received.

The Milner Family
RESOLVED that a thank you card in respect of support given following the death of Councillor Graeme Milner be received.

The Little Family
RESOLVED that a thank you card in respect of support given following the death of Don Little be received.

Normanton & Altofts Senior Citizens Association
RESOLVED that a thank you letter in respect of a small grant and the support given by the Town Hall Staff be received.

181.	Crime Stoppers West Yorkshire – Request for Funding.

A request had been received from Crime Stoppers West Yorkshire for £250.00 funding towards the publicity for the organisation. This was a request that had been sent to all Town and Parish Councils in the West Yorkshire area. It was suggested that the matter should be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee.
RESOLVED that the request be received and the request be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee.

182.	Mayor and Deputy Mayor 2011/12.

Members were asked to give consideration to the names of those to be put forward for the office of Mayor and Deputy Mayor for 2011/12 the nominations would then be considered at the Annual Meeting.
Nominations were invited and Councillor Denton Jones, was nominated as Mayor for 2011/2012.  There were no other nominations.
Councillor Bill Wood was nominated as Deputy Mayor for 2011/2012.  There were no other nominations.
RESOLVED that Councillor Denton Jones be nominated as Mayor in respect of 2011/2012 and Councillor Bill Wood be nominated as Deputy Mayor in respect of 2011/2012.

183.	Annual Parish Meeting.

The Town Clerk asked members to consider the date for the Annual Parish Meeting.
RESOLVED that the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 26th May 2011.
184.	Accounts for payment.

The Town Clerk circulated a list of accounts for payment totalling £17,062.52.

RESOLVED that the accounts for payment totalling £17,062.52 be approved for payment.
185.	Income received.

The Town Clerk circulated a list of income received totalling £11,435.81.
RESOLVED that the list of income be received and the Leader expressed his thanks to the Town Clerk for her work in obtaining the Town Council a refund in National Insurance contributions.
186.	Town Hall Lease.

Graham Wilson informed members that the negotiations regarding the lease had still not been finalised. A proposal had been put forward but members were concerned about the figure being different to the figure which was used for the budget and precept at the end of 2010. Members expressed concern that the policy for leasing buildings to similar organisations had still not been formalised after it was promised in November 2010. There was a general concern about the ongoing provision of the reception facility.
RESOLVED that the Leader and Graham Wilson meet with representatives of the District Council to have the matter resolved.
187.	Mayor Making 2011.

The Town Clerk informed members that the Mayor Making event would be held on Tuesday 17th May at the New Wheatsheaf Conference & Banqueting Centre immediately after the Annual Meeting.
RESOLVED that the report be received.

The Town Clerk placed on record her thanks to those Councillors who had not stood for election and who were attending their final Town Council meeting. It had been a pleasure to work with such dedicated people and they would be hard to replace. The Mayor and Leader echoed these sentiments and expressed the Town Councils thanks.

In the absence of any further business the Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.

	51	__________________
		Signed  
