ENC ‘A’


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NORMANTON TOWN COUNCIL 

Held in the Conference Room, Normanton Town Hall

on Tuesday, 14th June 2011

Present:
Councillor R. Best, Councillor Mrs E. Blezard, Councillor Miss L. Blezard, 


Councillor M. Burch, Councillor Mrs H. Hudson, Councillor F.D. Jones, 


Councillor Mrs H.W. Jones, Councillor T.G. Jordan, Councillor F. Kendall, 


Councillor Mrs P. Mayne, Councillor D. Scott, Councillor Mrs S. Smales, 


Councillor B. Smith, Councillor A. Wassell, Councillor K. Wilson, Councillor B. 


Wood. 




Public: Inspector Lisa Kirkland, Inspector Lee Carlson, Roy Marks, Sarah 


Mitchell, Alexandra Moran, Carol Moran, Dave Nicholls, Paul Sampson, Roy 


Seal, Diane Walker, Martin Walker and Tim Wills.
24.

Welcome and Prayers.


The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The Mayors Chaplain, 


Reverend Don Gilkes, led the Council in prayers.
25.

Mayor’s Announcements.
The Mayor welcomed the candidates for co-option and thanked them for their interest in the Town Council. The Mayor expressed his thanks to the Police for inviting him to be involved in operation Maidwell which was a very informative and enjoyable experience. The Mayor announced that item 20 and 12 would be brought forward.
26.

Apologies for absence.
Apologies for their inability to attend were submitted on behalf of Councillor G Croft.
27.

Members Declarations of Interest
Members were reminded of the requirement to declare an interest in any item on the agenda in which they had an interest.

Councillor L Blezard declared an interest in any items relating to Planning due to her employment within the District Council’s Planning Department.

Councillor B Smith and Councillor Mrs P Mayne declared an interest in item 20 – Co-option of Councillors, as they had a close relationship with an applicant. Both Councillors left the room whilst consideration was given to the applicant in which they had an interest.
28.

Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.
It was RESOLVED that the voting on item 12, Co-option of Councillors, would be taken in private.
29.

Co-Option of Councillors.
The Town Clerk circulated a written report on the different possibilities for the co-option of Councillors. This included the possibility of advertising and recruiting candidates with specific qualities, or to select members from people who had expressed an interest to the Town Council.
It was RESOLVED that members would be selected from those who had expressed an interest.
There were nine candidates in respect of the five vacancies and members listened to a short presentation from each of the candidates. The Candidates left the room whilst the voting took place. Councillor B Smith left the room during the voting for Mrs C Moran and Councillor Mrs P Mayne left the room during the voting for Miss D Mayne.
RESOLVED that the following candidates be co-opted to serve on Normanton Town Council until the date of the next ordinary election: Debbie Mayne, Alexandra Moran, Carol Moran, Roy Seal and Martin Walker.

Upon their co-option each of the members signed their declaration of acceptance of office and took their seat at the table for the remainder of the meeting.

30.

Normanton Neighbourhood Policing Team – Parish Safe Scheme.

Inspector Lisa Kirkland introduced Inspector Lee Carlson who provided a brief overview of the Parish Safe Scheme. He explained that there were currently 5 schemes running in the Wakefield Rural area and some had been running for 15 years. The idea is that the Parish or Town Council provides a fixed sum of money to spend on additional policing within their parish area. The money would be used to pay for officers as required and all equipment and vehicles would be provided at no additional cost. The cheapest and most effective way of offering additional hours is through overtime. There would be a regular attendance at the Town Council meeting as normal but the Town Council would be able to get more involved in exactly where they wanted the police, provided of course that the Town Council’s request wasn’t against the law.

It was suggested that further consideration could be given to this scheme when budgeting for the new financial year.

RESOLVED that the report be received and the contents noted.
31.

Members of the Public
Members of the public were present but indicated that they would not want to ask questions.
32.

Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning & Highways Committee held on Thursday 11th May 2011 (Minute Numbers 76-84; Pages 38-42) be received as a true record.
33.

Minutes of the Special Projects Committee.

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of the Special Projects Committee held on Wednesday 25th May 2011 (Minute Numbers 1-12; Pages 1-4) be received as a true record.
34.

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting.

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 26th May 2011 (Minute Numbers 1-7; Pages 1-2) be received as a true record.
35.

Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee.

The Minutes of the meeting held on 25th May 2011 had not been circulated and would be adjourned to the next meeting of Normanton Town Council.
36.

Leader’s Report.

The Leader of the Council, Councillor B Smith, reported that there would be an information session on the digital television switchover on July 15th at Whindale.

It was reported that the Town Council would be meeting with the Markets Department to discuss the issues relating to Normanton Market on 30th June at 6.30pm.

The Leader reported that he had been dealing with some issues of access in relation to the redevelopment of the Baptist Church and that a letter had been sent to property services urging them to have the matter dealt with swiftly.
37.

Correspondence.

SELRAP.
The Town Clerk circulated a letter from SELRAP requesting support in their bid to have the Colne to Skipton rail link re-opened.

RESOLVED that the Town Council sends a letter of support in favour of their campaign.
Altofts Residents Together.
RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of Altofts Residents Together held on Monday 21st March 2011 be received.

Altofts Residents Together.
RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of Altofts Residents Together held on Monday 18th April 2011 be received.
Sheila Marshall – Letter of Thanks.
RESOLVED that the letter from Sheila Marshall in respect of her late husband, Councillor Cyril Marshall be received.

Yorkshire Internal Audit Services.
RESOLVED that the internal Audit report from Yorkshire Internal Audit Services in respect of the financial year end be received and the contents noted. 
38.

Annual Return.

The Town Clerk circulated a copy of the annual return including the accounting statement and the annual governance statement. The Clerk explained the figures in each of the boxes and no questions were raised. Councillor B Smith expressed his thanks to the Town Clerk on the high standard of the accounts and her hard work in preparing the audit paperwork.

RESOLVED that the Accounting Statement and Annual Governance Statement be approved and signed.
39.

Internal Audit Review.

The Clerk circulated the internal Audit review and went through each of the sections in detail. The Town Council were satisfied at the effectiveness of the internal audit.

RESOLVED that the Internal Audit Review be received.
40.

Appointment of Auditor.

The Town Clerk reported that it would be necessary to formally confirm the appointment of the internal auditor for the 2011/12 financial year.

RESOLVED that Yorkshire Internal Audit Services be appointed as Internal Auditor for the 2011/12 financial year.
41.

Risk Management Review.

The Clerk circulated the Risk Management review and explained each of the sections. The Town Council were satisfied that the review had been carried out effectively.

RESOLVED that the Risk Management Review be received.
42.

Review of Direct Debits.

The Town Clerk circulated a list of fixed and variable Direct Debits that were in operation on the Town Councils bank accounts.

RESOLVED that the report be received and the contents noted.
43.

Asda and Excel Parking.

Councillor Mrs E Blezard asked for members to support her motion to enter into discussions with Asda and Excel parking to pursue different options for the management of the Asda car park. A number of members expressed an interest in becoming involved in the meeting.

RESOLVED that the motion be accepted and that a variety of options be discussed with Asda and Excel.
44.

Accounts for Payment.

The Clerk circulated a list of accounts for payment totalling £17,877.12.

RESOLVED that the accounts be approved for payment.
45.

Income Received.

The Town Clerk circulated a list of income received in April and May totalling £91,200.08.

RESOLVED that the list of income be received.
46.

Town Hall Lease and Reception.

The Town Clerk reported that an agreement had been received from Wakefield MDC in respect of the lease payment for the current financial year which would be no higher than the previous year. It was reported that the lease was almost ready to be sent to the Town Council and it was reported that Graham Wilson had now ended his consultancy arrangement with the Town Council therefore the Town Clerk would be dealing with the Lease arrangements. It had been reported that the reception facility would remain in situ for the time being whilst the Town Council were making a financial contribution however if there were more cuts required then this is something which could be at risk.

RESOLVED that the report be received.
In the absence of any further business the Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.
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__________________



Signed  


