MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF NORMANTON TOWN COUNCIL

held in the Conference Room at Normanton Town Hall on

Tuesday, 7th September 2010.

Present:
Councillor Mrs E. Blezard (Mayor),


Councillor R. Best, Councillor G. Firth, Councillor Mrs H. Hudson, Councillor F.D. Jones, Councillor Mrs H.W. Jones, Councillor T.G. Jordan, Councillor F. Kendall, Councillor Mrs P. Mayne, Councillor G. Milner, Councillor B. Smith and Councillor B. Wood.

56.
Mayor’s Announcements and Apologies.


The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Reverend Barry Lotz lead the Council in prayer.

The Mayor asked for the support of members during the Gala month and in particular over the coming weekend.  She reminded Councillors that a minibus was being provided to take people from the Town Hall to Altofts to join in with the parade.  

The Mayor also reported about the free funfair for children and young adults with special needs which was being held on Monday, 13th September.

The Mayor also referred to the Horticultural Show at the Alice Bacon Centre and asked for volunteers to assist on Friday, 17th and on Saturday, 18th.  The Mayor reminded members and members of the public present that there were a number of other events listed in the Gala Programme and she hoped that people would support these events.

The Mayor reported that Sergeant Fraser from the Normanton Neighbourhood Policing Team was taking part in a sponsored bike ride from London to Paris and is seeking sponsorship on behalf of Diabetes UK.  Any members wishing to make a contribution could see the Town Clerk or the Deputy Town Clerk following the meeting.

The Mayor reported that she would be hosting a film show by the Yorkshire Air Ambulance on Friday, 15th October at Normanton Methodist Church from 7pm and also indicated that she would be hosting a Mayor’s Ball at the Wheatsheaf on Friday, 12th November and would provide further information nearer the day.

Apologies for their inability to attend the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor Mrs M. Betts, Councillor M. Burch, Councillor Mrs D. Clay, Councillor R. Clay, Councillor Mrs M. Howard, Councillor C. Marshall, Councillor Mrs E. Pratt, Councillor Mrs S. Smales, Councillor A. Wassell and Councillor Mrs M. White.

57.

Members Declarations of Interest.
Members were reminded of the requirement to make an appropriate declaration at the meeting on any items in which they had an interest.
Councillor Barry Smith and Councillor Mrs Elaine Blezard referred to their roles on the Planning Committee at Wakefield MDC and indicated that they would need to leave the room if there was any discussion on planning matters.
Councillor Bill Wood declared an interest on all matters relating to allotments.

58.

Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

RESOLVED that item 24 relating to a Councillor’s request for dispensation be taken in private due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
59.

Members of the Public.

There were no members of the public present who wished to ask questions.
60.

Presentation to Allan Irvine of Laing O’Rourke.

Unfortunately Mr Irvine was not present to receive his award but the Mayor explained that an excellent working relationship has been developed with Laing O’Rourke and in particular Allan Irvine and referred to his involvement with the redevelopment of Robin’s Garden and his very kind offer to sponsor the Mayoral Robes.

In recognition of Allan’s efforts the Mayor intended to present him with a small token of her appreciation and this would be brought to a future meeting.
61.

Presentation to Edith Dawson.

The Mayor welcomed Edith Dawson to the meeting and reported that Edith would be leaving the area to take up the role of Hospital Chaplain at Kings Mill Hospital in Mansfield.  Edith had been at Normanton Baptist Church for three years and had been a welcome supporter of Town Council events, in particular with the Joint Carol Service and the Schools Carol Service.

The Mayor informed members that Edith’s last service would be held at Normanton Methodist Church on Sunday, 3rd October at 6pm.  The Mayor went on to thank Edith for all her hard work for the people of Normanton and Altofts and presented her with a bouquet of flowers.

62.

Minutes – Ordinary Meeting of Normanton Town Council.
RESOLVED that the minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Normanton Town Council held on Tuesday, 13th July 2010 (Minute Numbers 41 – 55; Pages 13 – 17) be received as a true record and signed.
63.

Minutes – Planning, Highways & Lighting Committee. 



RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of the Planning, Highways & 

Lighting Committee held on Thursday, 22nd July 2010 (Minute 


Numbers PH.015 – PH.021; Pages 9 – 12) be received.
64.

Minutes – Gala Sub-Committee.

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of the Gala Sub-Committee held on Thursday, 19th August 2010 (Minutes Numbers G.45 – G.49; Pages 17 – 21) be received as a true record.
65.

Minutes – Normanton Town Centre Partnership.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Normanton Town Centre Partnership held on Wednesday, 4th August 2010 be received as a true record.

66.

Minutes – Horticultural Show Sub-Committee.

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of the Horticultural Show Sub-Committee held on Tuesday, 24th August 2010 (Minutes Numbers 1 – 5; Pages 1 – 2) be received as a true record.
67.

Leader’s Report.
The Leader reported that the fairground had pulled on to Haw Hill Park early this year and explained to members the reasons for this being done.  The District Council had received a weather warning for severe rain during Monday and Tuesday and had requested that the fairground pull on early to avoid any damage to the ground.  It was reported that the fair is not yet operational but was simply parking up on the field to prevent any problems on the day.
The Leader also referred to his role on the Planning Committee and reported that a planning application had been received for the extension of the railway car park.
68.

Correspondence.
(i) Altofts Residents Together.

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting held on 21st June 2010 be received.
(ii) Friends of Lock Lane, Altofts.

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting held on 21st June 2010 be received.
(iii) Friends of Lock Lane, Altofts.

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting held on 14th July 2010 be received.

(iv) Altofts Residents Together.

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting held on 19th July 2010 be received.
(v) Yorkshire Local Councils Association – Wakefield MDC Standards Committee Ballot.

The Town Clerk reported that Councillor Sarah Balfour of Ackworth Parish Council had been elected as a representative to the Standards Committee.
(vi) Information Commissioners Office.

The Town Clerk reported that a notification had been received from the Information Commissioners Office requiring the Town Council to register under the Data Protection Act.  This would incur an annual fee of £35.

RESOLVED that the information be received.
69.

Risk Management Review.

The Town Clerk circulated a Risk Management Review which highlighted financial and physical assets and these were to be reviewed quarterly.  The Town Clerk reported that all areas that needed to be updated had been completed and a further review would be taken in three months.

RESOLVED that the report be received.
70.

Citizens Advice Bureau.

The Town Clerk reported that the numbers of clients attending the outreach service had been increasing and all clients would now be receiving triage interviews and then referred on to a specialist or generalist appointment.  It was also reported that the debt advice unit would also be seeing clients in Normanton and that these appointments would now be held on a Monday morning meaning that should clients fail to attend or interviews not take as long as anticipated the Debt Advisor would also be able to see normal CAB clients to reduce queuing.

RESOLVED that the report be received.
71.

Local Development Framework – Consultation.

The Town Clerk reported that a consultation exercise had now begun in relation to the Local Development Framework Site Specific Proposals.  The Town Clerk went on to explain the various areas which had been identified within the Normanton and Altofts area including Normanton Station, the former Brickworks on Wakefield Road, Station Road, Normanton, Greenfield Road, Altofts and Ashfields, Normanton.
It was reported that just over 1100 potential new properties would be built between now and 2026.  It was reported that gypsy, traveller and travelling show people accommodation had not been identified within the Normanton and Altofts area.

There had been a need to increase employment land and a number of hectares of wholesale and freight distribution were required.  It was reported that planning permission had already been granted for development in the area of the Normanton Industrial Estate.
The District Council had designated local wildlife sites which are of important local value and had identified Goosehill Common, Normanton Railway Sidings and Altofts Ings.

In the LDF there was a proposal to remove 1% of green belt land and an area at Haven Lodge at Wakefield Road, Normanton had been identified.

The Town Clerk reported that an area at Altofts Hall Farm at Normanton was to be protected from other forms of development to ensure that the land would be available for the longer term development needs of the town should the need arise.  

It was also reported that the following mineral safeguarding areas had been identified at Greenfield Road and St John’s Field for the safeguard of clay reserves.

RESOLVED that the report be received and the contents noted.
72.

West Yorkshire Pension Fund – Employers Discretion Statement.

The Deputy Town Clerk explained that under the terms of the West Yorkshire Pension Fund the Town Council had a duty to provide an Employers Discretion Statement, this had been enclosed for members.  It was simply a statement that should a member of staff apply for early retirement that the Town Council would consider these requests based on affordability and organisational need.

RESOLVED that the Employers Discretion Statement be adopted.
73.

Local Referendums to veto excessive Council Tax Increases – 


Consultation.
The Town Clerk circulated a series of consultation documents relating to the possibility of precept capping.  It was reported that the National Association of Local Councils and the Yorkshire Local Councils Association would be making representations on behalf of local town and parish councils.  The essence of the consultation is that should a town or parish council increase their precept by more than a specified percentage the ratepayer of that town may have the right to hold a referendum to veto that decision.  The members of the Town Council thought that generally the Town Council did not place excessive council tax increases on the public of Normanton and Altofts and felt this should not be a serious issue in relation to the work of the Town Council.
RESOLVED that the report be received.
74.

Accounts Paid in August.

The Town Clerk circulated a list of accounts paid in August which were approved by the Leader’s Group totalling £5,734.84.

RESOLVED that the list of accounts be approved.
75.

Accounts for Payment in September.

The Town Clerk circulated a list of accounts due for payment in September totalling £22,911.18.
RESOLVED that the list of accounts be approved for payment.
76.

Income Received.

The Town Clerk circulated a list of income received during the month of July totalling £1,095.65.

RESOLVED that the report be received.
77.

Quality Council Status.

The Town Clerk was pleased to report that Normanton Town Council had provisionally been accredited with Quality Council Status subject to some copies of newsletters being sent in to the YLCA.  It was reported that the panel were impressed with the section on partnership working and the impressive document that had been produced and wanted to show their appreciation of the work done by the Town Council as part of this process.

RESOLVED that the report be received and members of the Town Council wish to express their thanks to the office staff, the Town Clerk, the Deputy Town Clerk and Graham Wilson, the previous Town Clerk.
78.

Internal Audit Report.

The Town Clerk reported that the first audit of the new financial year had been completed and there were no matters being brought to the Town Council’s attention and the Auditor found all the internal tests and controls to be satisfactory.

RESOLVED that the report be received and the Town Council express thanks to the Town Clerk for the work she has undertaken.
79.

Request for Dispensation.

A dispensation request had been received from Councillor Mrs Mabel Betts in relation to her ill health.

RESOLVED that a dispensation be granted for a period of six months.

In the absence of any further business the Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.
________________


                                                                                    Mayor
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