MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF NORMANTON TOWN COUNCIL

held in the Conference Room at Normanton Town Hall on

Tuesday, 12th October 2010.

Present:
Councillor Mrs E. Blezard (Mayor),


Councillor R. Best, Councillor R. Clay, Councillor G. Firth, Councillor Mrs M. Howard, Councillor H. Hudson, Councillor F.D. Jones, Councillor Mrs H.W. Jones, Councillor T.G. Jordan, Councillor F. Kendall, Councillor Mrs P. Mayne, Councillor G. Milner, Councillor Mrs S. Smales, Councillor B. Smith, Councillor A. Wassell and Councillor B. Wood.


Members of the Public: Martin Walker and Dianne Walker.

80.
Mayor’s Announcements and Apologies.


The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Reverend Barry Lotz lead the Council in prayer.

Members of the Town Council stood for a moment of silence in memory of Mr Ken Caswell who had passed away.  Ken was an excellent supporter of the Town Council and would be sadly missed.
The Mayor went on to thank members of the Town Council and staff for attending and supporting the events during the Gala month including the Horticultural Show and various other events that were organised by the Town Council and other local organisations.  

The Mayor expressed the thanks of Sergeant Paul Fraser from the Normanton Neighbourhood Policing Team for the very kind donations made by the Town Council in respect of his bike ride from London to Paris.  It was reported that the Town Council had raised £54 towards his goal of £1000.

The Mayor reported that there had been a number of thefts from motor vehicles in the area recently and urged members to be cautious.

It was reported that PCSO Caroline Hall and Martin Walker had both been nominated for Heroes Awards in the Wakefield Express competition.  Members of the Town Council were urged to vote using the forms inside the Wakefield Express or via text.

The Mayor reported that she would be hosting a Coffee Evening in aid of the Yorkshire Air Ambulance at Normanton Methodist Church on Friday, 15th October at 7pm.  Tickets would be priced at £1.50 including tea, coffee and biscuits.

It was also reported that the Mayor would be hosting a Mayor’s Ball on Friday, 12th November at the Wheatsheaf and tickets would be priced at £25.00.

Apologies for their inability to attend the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor Mrs M. Betts, Councillor M. Burch, Councillor Mrs D. Clay, Councillor C. Marshall, Councillor Mrs E. Pratt and Councillor Mrs M. White.

81.

Members Declarations of Interest.
Members were reminded of the requirement to make an appropriate declaration at the meeting on any items in which they had an interest.
Councillor Barry Smith and Councillor Mrs Elaine Blezard referred to their roles on the Planning Committee at Wakefield MDC and indicated that they would need to leave the room if there was any discussion on planning matters.
Councillor Bill Wood declared an interest on all matters relating to allotments.

82.

Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

There were no items of a confidential nature from which the press and public were required to be excluded.
83.

Members of the Public.

There were two members of the public present but they did not wish to ask questions.
84.

Minutes – Ordinary Meeting of Normanton Town Council.
RESOLVED that the minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Normanton Town Council held on Tuesday, 7th September 2010 (Minute Numbers 56 – 79; Pages 18 – 24) be received as a true record and signed.
The Mayor referred to minute number 60, the presentation to Allan Irvine of Laing O’Rourke.  Because Allan was unable to attend the previous meeting the Mayor presented Mr Irvine with a gift from the Mayor in recognition of the appreciation of the Town Council for everything Mr Irvine had done for Normanton including Robin’s Garden and the Mayor’s Robes.

85.

Minutes – Staffing Sub-Committee. 

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of the Staffing Sub-Committee held on Tuesday, 7th September 2010 (Minute Numbers 1 – 7; Pages 1 – 2) be received as a true record.

86.

Minutes – Planning, Highways & Lighting Committee.


RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of the Planning, Highways & 

Lighting Committee held on Wednesday, 8th September 2010 (Minute 


Numbers PH.022 – PH.028; Pages 13 – 16) be received as a true 


record.
87.

Minutes – Special Projects Committee.

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of the Special Projects Committee held on Thursday, 7th October 2010 (Minute Numbers SP.001 – SP.011; Pages 1 – 4) be received as a true record.
88.

Minutes – Gala Sub-Committee.

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of the Gala Sub-Committee held on Thursday, 7th October 2010 (Minutes Numbers G.50 – G.57; Pages 22 – 23) be received as a true record.
89.

Minutes – Planning, Highways & Lighting Committee.

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of the Planning, Highways & Lighting Committee held on Thursday, 7th October 2010 (Minute Numbers PH.29 – PH.35; Pages 17 – 20) be received as a true record.
90.

Leader’s Report.
Councillor Barry Smith, Leader of the Town Council, reported that there had been a need to undertake urgent boiler repairs at the Woodhouse Community Centre.  It was reported that the boiler had been condemned and therefore an order had been placed for the boiler to be replaced.
The Leader also went on to thank Donna Johnston, Terry Crook and Louise Finnegan and all the Councillors and volunteers who helped and supported the Gala month and also to the Councillors and staff and the caretaker at the Alice Bacon Centre for the work that was undertaken during the Show.  There had been some complaints regarding the lack of seating and refreshments at the Horticultural Show but it was hoped that this would be addressed in the planning for the next year’s Show.  It was also suggested that a letter to Alexandra and Evan Moran be sent to thank them for their efforts in relation to the funfair for children and young adults with special needs.

91.

Correspondence.
(i) Angela Oldroyd – Local Resident.
RESOLVED that a letter of thanks in relation to the Gala Firework Display be received.
(ii) Altofts Residents Together.

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting held on 16th August 2010 be received.
(iii) Gary Croft – Normanton Train Station and Heritage.

RESOLVED that a letter from Gary Croft relating to the proposed footbridge at Normanton Station and other heritage issues be received.
(iv) Northfield Primary School.

RESOLVED that the letters of thanks for the free funfair be received.
(v) Streethouse School.

RESOLVED that a letter of thanks for the free funfair be received.
92.

Transfer of Allotments and Town Hall Lease.

Graham Wilson, Consultant to the Town Council, was present and provided a written report on the issues surrounding the transfer of the allotments and also the lease of the Town Hall.

Mr Wilson reported that a number of issues had been identified relating to the boundaries of the allotments and these issues had been referred to Wakefield MDC for their attention.  Mr Wilson also reported that discussions were taking place with the West Yorkshire Fire Authority regarding the possible redevelopment of the Fire Station at Princess Street.  It was reported that the Leader’s Group had asked Wakefield MDC to deal with the transfer of the Princess Street Allotments as a matter of urgency so that the Town Council can then deal with the requirements of the Fire Service.  A contract had been prepared and it was suggested that the Leader and the Chairman of the Finance Committee be authorised to sign the documentation.  Mr Wilson suggested that because of the urgent nature of the transfer of the allotments that the Leader’s Group be delegated the authority to meet with the Fire Service and take any necessary action with a requirement to report back to a future meeting of the Town Council.  Mr Wilson referred to the leasing arrangements for the Town Hall and explained that there were still some issues to be resolved regarding a policy for all Town Halls and Local Authority leases and that Wakefield MDC were hoping to have this done in the next few months.  There had been an agreement that the lease costs for the Town Hall in the next financial year would be no higher than were being paid in the current financial year.  It was suggested that a further meeting was held once the policy relating to Town and Parish Councils and other similar organisations was finalised.  Mr Wilson also reported that there were a number of issues relating to allotments that were being transferred to the Town Council which required further attention and a report would be brought to a future meeting of the Town Council.
RESOLVED that the report be received and the Leader’s Group be authorised to take any action in relation to the transfer of the Princess Street Allotment Site.
93.

Quality Council Status.
The Town Clerk reported that confirmation had now been received from Yorkshire Local Councils Association that the Town Council was now a Quality Council and that a certificate would be sent out in due course.  The letter congratulated the Town Council on an excellent application.
94.

Accounts for Payment.

RESOLVED that the list of accounts totalling £28,633.64 be approved for payment.
95.

Income Received.

The Town Clerk circulated a list of income received during the month of August totalling £2,400.85.

RESOLVED that the report be received.
In the absence of any further business the Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.
________________


                                                                                    Mayor
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