MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF NORMANTON TOWN COUNCIL

held in the Conference Room at Normanton Town Hall on

Tuesday, 14th December 2010.

Present:
Councillor Mrs E. Blezard (Mayor),


Councillor R. Best, Councillor M. Burch, Councillor Mrs D. Clay, Councillor R. Clay, Councillor G. Firth, Councillor Mrs H.W. Jones, Councillor T.G. Jordan, Councillor F. Kendall, Councillor Mrs P. Mayne, Councillor Mrs S. Smales and Councillor B. Wood.


Members of the Public: Reverend Barry Lotz, Mr Martin Walker and Mrs Dianne Walker.

112.
Welcome and Prayers.


The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting.

The Mayor’s Chaplain, Reverend Barry Lotz, led the Council in prayer referring to the sad death of Marjorie Clarke.  Members stood in a moment of silence as a mark of respect to Mrs Clarke whose funeral had been held last week.
113.

Mayor’s Announcements.

The Mayor reported that the Joint Schools Carol Service would be held the following day at the Alice Bacon Centre and urged members of the Council to attend if possible.
The Mayor would be hosting a Mince Pie Morning on Saturday, 18th December from 10am until 2pm at the Alice Bacon Centre.

The Children’s Christmas Party was to be held on Sunday, 19th December from 12 noon until 4pm.

The Hebron Church Service would be held at 6pm on Sunday, 19th December and all members were invited to attend.
The Mayor reported that herself and the Deputy Mayor had been attending a variety of schools and churches during the last few weeks and were very impressed with the work that had been put in by the teachers and the children.
114.

Apologies.

Apologies for their inability to attend the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor Mrs M. Betts, Councillor Mrs M. Howard, Councillor Mrs H. Hudson, Councillor F.D. Jones, Councillor C. Marshall, Councillor G. Milner, Councillor Mrs E. Pratt, Councillor B. Smith, Councillor A. Wassell and Councillor Mrs M. White.
115.

Members Declarations of Interest.
Members were reminded of the requirement to make an appropriate declaration at the meeting on any items in which they had an interest.
Councillor Mrs Elaine Blezard referred to her role on the Planning Committee at Wakefield MDC and also referred to an interest in item 15 relating to the development of the Fire Station at The Grove and indicated that she would need to leave the room if there was any discussion on these items.
116.

Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

There were no items of a confidential nature from which the press and public were required to be excluded.
117.

Members of the Public.

Martin Walker indicated that he would like to ask a question and therefore Standing Orders were suspended for the purpose of enabling public participation.  

Mr Walker had informed members present that a letter had been received from Audrey Wood in relation to difficulties at Normanton Post Office and the queuing in the recent snow and ice.  It was reported that this matter had been raised with Yvette Cooper and that Mr Walker would be coming back to the Town Council with further information as it was received.  The Mayor thanked Martin for his information.

118.

Minutes – Ordinary Meeting of Normanton Town Council.
RESOLVED that the minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Normanton Town Council held on Tuesday, 9th November 2010 (Minute Numbers 96 – 111; Pages 30 – 36) be received as a true record and signed.
119.

Minutes – Planning, Highways & Lighting Committee. 

RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting of the Planning, Highways & Lighting Committee held on Wednesday, 10th November 2010 (Minute Numbers PH.36 – PH.42; Pages 21 – 23) be received as a true record.

120.

Minutes – Finance & General Purposes Committee.
The Town Clerk reported that the meeting had been cancelled and was still to be rescheduled.
121.

Leader’s Report.
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Barry Smith, sent his apologies to the meeting and asked the Mayor to pass on his best wishes for the festive season to the members of the Council.
RESOLVED that the report be received.

122.

Correspondence.
1. Altofts Residents Together.
RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting held on 18th October 2010 be received.
2. Town & Parish Council Liaison Group Minutes.
RESOLVED that the minutes of a meeting held on 20th October 2010 be received.
3. Macmillan – Thank You Certificate.
RESOLVED that the Thank You Certificate from Macmillan Cancer Care in respect of the funds raised at the Coffee Morning be received.
123.

Draft Parish Council Charter.

The Town Clerk circulated a copy of the Draft Parish Council Charter which had been prepared in conjunction with Wakefield MDC and the Town and Parish Council Liaison Group.  It was reported that the Yorkshire Local Councils Association had also been involved in the development of the Charter and they had made representations to the District Council in relation to suggested alterations.
The Town Clerk explained that the Charter sets out in writing the format for the Town Councils and District Councils to work together more efficiently and effectively.

RESOLVED that the Draft Parish Council Charter be received.
124.

Local Transport Plan Consultation.

The Town Clerk circulated a copy of the My Journey West Yorkshire Local Transport Plan Consultation and asked members to put forward comments in relation to suggestions for the consultation form.  In relation to the top three transport related issues that were faced in our area the following issues were raised:
· Overcrowded trains.

· Unreliable trains.

· Difficulty for buses during snow and ice with roads not being gritted on bus routes.

In relation to the top three things that the Town Council would like to see happen over the next fifteen years the suggestions were:

· Extended train platforms to accommodate more carriages.

· More frequent trains at Normanton with improved links to other areas.

· An integrated transport and ticketing system whereby trains and buses could work more effectively together.

Members expressed concern that whilst the Transport Plan was being put into place for public transport there was still concern about HGVs still continuing to use Church Road in Altofts.  It was suggested that this should be reported to the local Police.
In relation to the element of the Transport Plan that members would like to see protected as a result of spending cuts it was suggested that costs should be maintained at a reasonable level and commensurate with the income levels of the people using the services as well as protection of the senior citizens bus pass.

With regard to the one improvement to the West Yorkshire Transport System members felt that a properly integrated bus and rail service would be the main priority.

Councillor Smales commented that there was a very poor bus service on the Woodhouse Estate and in fact there was no bus that operated in the estate that went down towards Castleford Road.

RESOLVED that the issues raised be sent to the Transport Plan Co-ordinator.
125.

Wakefield Library Review.

The Town Clerk circulated the consultation documents for the Wakefield Library Review which was asking for expressions of interest from voluntary and community groups with regard to the possibility of operating or volunteering in local libraries.  Members were concerned at the possibility of losing any library services in our area and asked that the Town Clerk keeps them fully informed of any information that is circulated as a result of the consultation and if any recommendations are put forward which includes the closure of any libraries within our area that this be objected to.

RESOLVED that the report be received. 
126.

The Grove Allotments.

Graham Wilson was in attendance and provided a report in relation to The Grove Allotments and the possible transfer of three allotment plots to the West Yorkshire Fire Authority to enable them to redevelop Normanton Fire Station.  It was reported that there were some issues in relation to contacting plot holders and the Town Clerk was dealing with this issue.
The legal transfer of the land was now in the final stages and should be completed very soon; this would then enable the Town Council to transfer the land to the Fire Authority.

The report highlighted that the Town Council would not have to pay for the allotment land to be transferred from the District Council and there was a proposal that the land be transferred to the Fire Authority on the following terms:

1. West Yorkshire Fire Authority should meet the compensation payments of the two allotment tenants in respect of the vacation of the allotment gardens.

2. West Yorkshire Fire Authority should meet the costs incurred by Normanton Town Council in securing the transfer from Wakefield MDC and subsequently transferring to the Fire Authority.

RESOLVED that the Town Council confirm this arrangement and efforts be made to contact the two plot holders as soon as possible.
127.

Accounts for Payment.

The Town Clerk circulated a list of accounts for payment totalling £20,719.60.  The Town Clerk reported that two items on the list in relation to Christmas Trees and Winter Floral Plant Up had been ordered by the Town Centre Partnership and that funding had already been forwarded to the Town Council in order to pay the invoices for these two items.

RESOLVED that the list of accounts be approved and authorised for payment.
128.

Income Received.

The Town Clerk reported that this would be brought to the next meeting of the Town Council.
In the absence of any further business the Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.
________________


                                                                                    Mayor
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