
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 

held in the Conference Hall, Normanton Town Hall on Thursday 26th May 2011.

Present:
Councillor F D Jones (Mayor)

Councillor Mrs E Blezard, Councillor L Blezard, Councillor M Burch, Councillor Mrs H Hudson, Councillor Mrs H Jones, Councillor T G Jordan, Councillor Mrs P Mayne, Councillor D Scott, Councillor Mrs S Smales, Councillor B Smith, Councillor A Wassell, Councillor K Wilson and Councillor B Wood.
Officers:
Mrs D Johnston (Town Clerk) and Mr T Crook (Deputy Town Clerk)

Public:
Martin Walker (Altofts Residents Together) and Jenny Farrall-Bird (The Well)

1. 
Welcome & Apologies

The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting and extended a warm welcome to Councillor D Scott and Councillor K Wilson who were attending their first meeting since they took up office. 

Apologies for their inability to attend were submitted on behalf of Councillor R Best.

2.
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 2010

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 26th May 2010 (Minute Numbers 1-7; Pages 1-3) be received as a true record and signed.

3.
Outgoing Mayor’s Report
Councillor Mrs E Blezard circulated a written report outlining the highlights of her year in office as Mayor of Normanton during 2010/11. She paid tribute to the three former Councillors who had passed away during the year with whom she had worked for many years. Elaine commented on the successful Quality Council re-application which had resulted in an invitation to the Queen’s Garden Party and the pride of being the first Mayor to wear the new Civic Robes. Elaine thanked her supporters who had helped her raise over £5,000 for the Mayors Charity Fund which would be supporting the Yorkshire Air Ambulance and other local good causes.

RESOLVED that the report be received.

4.
Leader’s Report

Councillor B Smith circulated a written report which highlighted the deaths of three former councillors and expressed his condolences to the family of former Councillor Mrs E Pratt who has just passed away in the last week.

Councillor Smith reiterated that Town Councillors do not receive any pay for their services and are all volunteers.

Councillor Smith thanked his fellow Councillors, new and old for their continued support, Councillor Mrs E Blezard and Councillor L Blezard for their hard work as Mayor and Mayoress of Normanton and to Donna Johnston, Town Clerk, Terry Crook, Deputy Town Clerk, Louise Finnegan, Administrative Assistant and Graham Wilson, Consultant for their continued support and all the work that goes on behind the scenes.
RESOLVED that the report be received.

5.
Town Clerk’s Report

The Town Clerk circulated a written report which highlighted some of the challenges and achievements which had taken place during the last twelve months. It referred in particular to the successful Quality Council re-application and thanks were expressed to Terry Crook, Deputy Town Clerk for his support in achieving this accolade. The Town Clerk also reported on the sad deaths of three former Councillors who would all be missed.

RESOLVED that the report be received. 

6.
Financial Report

The Town Clerk circulated a written report on the financial situation following the 2010/11 financial year end. It was reported that with extremely careful budgetary control and a cautious approach to sending in these difficult times, that the balances had increased. The precept level had remained constant meaning a decrease in costs to the taxpayer. A copy of the budget for the 2011/12 financial year along with a summary of income and expenditure were also circulated with the report.

The Leader, Councillor B Smith expressed his thanks to the Town Clerk for the way in which she had kept the accounts.

RESOLVED that the report be received.

7.
Issues raised by residents

Jenny Farrall-Bird from The Well on Queen Elizabeth Drive thanked Councillor Mrs Elaine Blezard and Councillor Mrs H Jones for their support on the Shopkeepers project which had been conducted recently. Jenny commented on the recent skate park project which had come to a standstill due to a lack of interest from the young people. Jenny suggested that perhaps the skate park idea was a fad but she would be happy to support the project if there was support from the young people. 

RESOLVED that the comments be received.
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